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Press Conference by Prof. Vitit Muntarbhorn, UN Special Rapporteur
on the Situation of Human Rights in the DPRK

Date/Time: 18 January 2008 (Friday), 4:00-4:45 PM
Venue: 12F, United Nations University Headquarters Building, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
Organizer: United Nations University

Prof. Vitit Muntarbhorn, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), will visit Japan from 14 to 18 January on an official
mission. The UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the DPRK is mandated to
investigate and report to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly on conditions relating to
human rights in the DPRK, including compliance with its obligations under both international human
rights instruments and international humanitarian law.

English-Japanese interpretation will be provided at the press conference. To confirm your attendance,
please contact Naoko Yano, UNU Office of Communications (tel: 03-5467-1311; e-mail:

media@unu.edu).

* There will also be a brief photo opportunity on Tuesday, 15 January, when the Special Rapporteur meets
with family members of abductees.

About Prof. Muntarbhorn

Prof. Muntarbhorn (Thailand) is a Professor of Law at Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok. He has
previously served in various capacities in the UN system, including as Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography. He has served as UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the DPRK since July 2004; Special Rapporteurs are independent from any government and
serve in their individual capacity.
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