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New UNU Analysis Warns That Desertification Is
“The Greatest Environmental Challenge of Our Times”

On Thursday, 28 June, at United Nations Headquarters in New York, United Nations
University (UNU) experts will present an analysis that urges governments to overhaul their
policy approaches to the issue of desertification.

The analysis, an outcome of the December 2006 joint international conference on
“Desertification and the International Policy Imperative”, warns that within a single generation,
the loss of soil productivity and the degradation of environmental life-support services could
lead to mass migrations of people driven from degraded areas, thereby posing imminent
threats to international stability. It outlines a multi-point prescription for policy reform at

every level of government to deal with the issue of desertification, based on the input of 200
experts from 25 countries.

A full media release (in English only) will be made available on the UNU website on
Thursday morning (28 June), as well as a link to the UNU International Network on Water,
Environment and Health (UNU-INWEH)policy brief on “Overcoming One of the Greatest
Environmental Challenges of Our Times: Re-thinking Policies to Cope with Desertification”.

To request an interview with UNU-INWEH Director Zafar Adeel or other contributors to
the desertification policy analysis, please contact Naoko Yano, UNU Office of Communications
(tel: 03-5467-1311; e-mail: media@unu.edu).
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(TEL:03-5467-1311 e-mail: media@unu. edu)
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