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Abstract
Social capital is an intangible asset that facilitates cooperation among people such as
trust, norms and networks. It is often translated into Japanese as social relational capital,
emphasizing the relationships among people. The significance of social capital is
multifold: it is supposed to be related to making democracy work, physical and mental
health, including the feeling of happiness, longevity, economic development and lower
transaction cost, and education. Lyda J. Hanifan, who was a state supervisor of West
Virginia, the U.S., first used the word social capital, indicating goodwill, sympathy, and
social intercourse as necessary for community building. Sociologist James S. Coleman
demonstrated the positive relationship between social capital and human capital. In
Japan, service learning, internship and civic education have become active. Regional
Innovation Research Center at the Graduate School of Economics and Management,
Tohoku University (“RIRC”), established in 2005, has created and utilized social capital
through the synergy of three missions of its school and university: research, education

and service to community as well as to the world.

This lecture describes the definition of social capital, the significance of the concept,
and the relationship with education and human capital. The role of university in creating
and synthesizing social capital and education and human capital through the case of

university-community collaboration is also discussed.
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