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Contents of Lecture

The lecture is composed of three parts. The first part introduces progress in education-related MDG goals
and EFA goals and challenges toward the target year of 2015. According to UNESCO EFA Global
Monitoring Report, forty-seven countries have achieved Universal Primary Education and additional
twenty-three countries will achieve the goals by 2015. On the other hand, one hundred million school-aged
children of which fifty-five percent are girls are still out of school. The report also draws attention to
gender disparity in primary and secondary education in ninety-four countries. Empowerment of mothers
and women is one of effective intervention to promote girls’ education. The international community has
accelerated its united efforts to promote girls education toward the target year of 2015 through such joint
programmes as EFA-FTI and EFA flagship programmes, including United Nations Girls’ Education
Initiative. The second part of the lecture briefly reviews international trend in promotion of girls’ education.

The lecture concludes with the part of Japan’s efforts for promotion of girls’ education.
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