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In my presentation, | would like first to introduce the current terms of
reference of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and next to touch upon avian
and new potential pandemic influenzas in their medical, historical and social
dimensions. By so doing, | will look into why the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is
addressing these health problems, and what diplomatic issues they pose for us.

My presentation will proceed to explore the possibility of controlling
infectious diseases from an ecological viewpoint, with focus on “biodiversity” and
“symbiosis”, which | think are the key to our endeavours in this area.
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